
Barcelona Itineraries #1 

Do yourself a favor and leave the rental car keys in your room, forgo the taxi, and only take a 
train when you really need to get between point A and point B quickly. You'll never have a chance 
to stop and enjoy things when you are speeding along! Locate yourself in the center of town 
(many choices) and get a good map of how to get to the main points of interest and locate the 
marina, as well as all the markets and food stalls. When traveling by foot, you see so much more 
and everything is far more meaningful. It is the local people who make this marvelous city as 
special as it is. Who are these people? Proud new residents, struggling artists, and young 
families of every background. Share this experience by walking through the local parks, down 
their streets where cooking smells permeate the different ethnic neighborhoods, and children 
play. A highlight for us was going to a dog park next to our hotel and visiting with the owners and 
their dogs. Such interesting stories of who they are, what they do, and meet their fantastic pets. 
Any opportunity to interact with the local population will only enrich your travel experience. Some 
of our favorite meals were quickies on-the-run which we took back to our hotel. The huge 
marketplaces house an infinite (or so it seems) array of foods. We made a fun meal out of 
prepared treats, cheese, bread, grapes, and wine. You get to talk to the stall owners and they 
proudly display their wares, give you samples, and emphasize that their food is "Catalonian." 
Also, do try the "Walk to Wok" hole-in-the-wall for quite possibly the freshest and cooked-right-
in-front-of-you (to order) bargain meal you could hope for in Barcelona or anywhere. You don't 
have to spend a lot for a quality meal and an exceptional experience. Presumably, most travelers 
will have a pocket tour book with them so finding the museums, parks, and historic sites will not 
be difficult. We were particularly impressed with the Gothic church and monument to St. Eulalia, 
patron saint of Barcelona (one of the two, anyway). Her story is tragic and her short life (age 13) 
at the hands of the Romans speaks to her cannonization. A stay that encompasses at least 5 
days should include some guided tours to all-day locations. A favorite of ours was Vic (a town 
that hasn't changed too much over centuries and is loaded with amazing history), the mountain 
villages in the Pyrenees and going to Dali's home village and the home he built for his eccentric 
wife (not to say he wasn't also eccentric!) Getting to know the people who consider themselves 
Catalonian will help you understand their fierce sense of identity. We booked our trips through 
Viator. By all means, hit the popular tourist spots but do make the effort to leave the crowds and 
maybe walk to the park by the zoo, sit on the bench, watch and enjoy everything. Read all the 
plaques, look at all the statues, give your eyes a break from the architectural treasures and get a 
feeling for life as it is lived by the residents of Barcelona. Do watch your wallet on the train. 
Pickpockets managed to lift our fellow traveler's wallet 
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Barcelona Itineraries #2 

Been in BCN for many years. This is a review for a three day whirl. Foremost are some Gaudi 
stuff. No. 1 is Segrada Familia, this being the best cathedral in the world. Puts Notre Dame to 
shame. Gaudi was a devout catholic, an incredible architect from a design and structural 
prospective and you would think he discovered lsd. Get ticket the day before you want to go there 
because now that is the only way to do it. About 120 years in the making. As spectacular as the 
outside is, don't miss the inside. gaudi's dragon house, Casa Batillo again, it is worth going inside. 
All Gaudi sites are $20 a head admission. Two Gaudi sites a day are enough. Next the Miro 
museum, get there by taxi. - if you like good modern art. It is supeb. Picasso museum is so so 
and can be kipper. By all means skip La Rambla, horrible tourist street with junk for sale and 
crappy street performers. The gothic quarter, particularly El Born is the heart of BCN. Great 
restaurants, bars , arts, people watching, music, etc. if you miss this you can't say you have been 
to BCN. Good shopping is plaza de gracia with great architect around there. Barcelonita, area 
right next to port can be skipped unless you want tipi lie down on beach, people watch and look 
at Frank Gerry'S cool huge coper fish.this is a great town with great architecture and great art. A 
wealthy city. Stay away from the tourist regions where you ovrperpay and only see tee shirts, 
garbage lardos and the like. If you fall in love with the city, never buy without first renting. More 
corrupt than the States. People are nice. Weather turns superb in May but cold between 
December and even in April people where coats. Parkin garages everywhere. Easy to navigate. 
Gaudi's Park Guell get ticket to see entire park. You buy this when you get there and start to 
wander the park for an hour then enter restricted area at designated time. Some pickpockets in 
park. Be careful don't let strangers try to take your photos. Park is superb- give yourself two hours. 
Great food all over the city except for tourist streets where you would pay 2-3 times to much for 
garbage food.  
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Barcelona Itineraries #3 

The seductive seaside city of Barcelona is a hard-working place with a strong hedonistic streak. 

The story of two thousand years is etched into its Roman remains, Gothic churches and 
Modernista mansions (especially the dreamlike landmark buildings of Antoni Gaudí). The assault 
on the senses intensifies in Barcelona’s restaurants, boisterous bars and clubs. In summer, 
beaches in and outside the city are a magnet for sun-worshippers. 

Morning 

Start the day early with a cafè amb llet (coffee and milk) and pastry on Plaça de Sant Josep Oriol, 
a charming old town square in the heart of the Barri Gòtic. 

Suitably energised, it is time to explore the labyrinth of twisting lanes around about. You could 
spend hours simply losing yourself in streets lined by an endless variety of shops, eateries and 
little bars. Although much regenerated in recent decades, the 'Gothic Quarter' still exudes a lived-
in atmosphere that makes it anything but an outdoor museum. 

Museums there are, however, and the most intriguing is the Museu d'Història de 
Barcelona (Barcelona History Museum), in which you are led underground and two millennia back 
in time to an excavated chunk of Roman Barcino. Once you resurface, the museum includes the 
Saló del Tinell, a grand Gothic hall. 

A few steps away looms the Gothic Cathedral. The rooftop views and the leafy cloister with its 
gaggle of geese should not be missed. The open air café at the nearby Museu Frederic Marès is 
the ideal spot for a rest, whether the zany collection is open or not. 

From the Cathedral, stroll to what was once the Roman Forum, now Plaça de Sant Jaume, which 
is flanked by the Ajuntament (town hall) and Generalitat (regional government of Catalonia). 

Across the busy thoroughfare of Via Laietana, search out the city's most beautiful Gothic building, 
the Basílica de Santa Maria del Mar, raised in a record 59 years in the 14th century. Behind it, 
Carrer de Montcada leads to a series of centuries-old townhouses that together house theMuseu 
Picasso. The collection provides a fascinating insight into the master's early years. 

Lunch 

A short walk from the Museu Picasso is the colourful Mercat de Santa Caterina, a modern market 
that is home to several tempting eateries. At the very simple Bar Joan you can get a tasty set 
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lunch for €11. The star attraction is the Tuesday special, arròs negre (cuttle fish ink rice). The 
dynamic Cuines de Santa Caterina serves anything from classic Mediterranean cooking to sushi. 

Otherwise, walk about 15-20 minutes from the Museu Picasso to the waterfront La Barceloneta 
district, peppered with seafood eateries, among them the Suquet de l'Almirall. 

The surreal rooftop world of La Pedrera. Image by Jaume Meneses / CC BY-SA 2.0 

Afternoon 

After a stroll along the beach, it is time to cram in some of Barcelona's icons. Take the metro from 
La Barceloneta to Passeig de Gràcia and wander past two classics of Gaudí archictecture, Casa 
Batlló and La Pedrera. 

Of the two, La Pedrera is the most rewarding to visit, especially its sci-fi roof with chimney pots 
that look more like Star Wars troopers. An afternoon of Gaudí would not be complete without 
taking in the mighty work-in-progress that is the basilica of La Sagrada Família. With soaring 
pillars that look more like trees, this is Gaudí at his imaginative best, a festival of twists and curves 
that is still some way off completion. Head up the towers for an angel's-eye view of the city below. 

Evening 

As locals don't bother with dinner before 9pm, you could tide yourself over with tapas at De Tapa 
Madre or the designer Tapas 24. Save space for a slap-up meal of largely Catalan dishes at Casa 
Calvet, itself one of Gaudí's early projects. 

Still full of beans? The beautiful people tend to hit the bars above Avinguda Diagonal. Start 
in Berlin, with pavement seating for the warmer months. It happens to be virtually next door to 
one of the city's more popular clubs, Luz de Gas. For drinks with views and then dancing 
downstairs, grab a cab for Mirablau, halfway up Tibidado mountain. The vistas across the bright 
city lights and out to sea are second to none. 
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Barcelona Itineraries #4 

Wander Gaudi’s Architecture – Gaudi is Barcelona’s most famous architect- not only because of 
his tragic death getting killed by a tram, but also because of his unique style, use of nature, and 
catalog of work. His work is a real visual treat. If you like unique architecture, consider doing 
something different in Barcelona and take a tour of Gaudi’s works. 

Visit the Barcelona History Museum – Barcelona has one of the best city history museums I’ve 
ever been too. It does a great, great job of explaining the history and importance of this city. 
Moreover, there are 4,000 square meters of roman ruins located beneath the museum that you 
can walk through. There is a free, detailed audio guide and detailed explanations of what you are 
seeing. They do a great and thorough job. This is a must-see. 

See the Picasso Museum – Picasso was a great artist. While I’m not a huge fan of most of his 
later work, it’s still interesting to learn about the life and work of one of the most influential artists 
in the 20th century. With over 3,000 pieces of art, there is a lot to see here. 

Walk La Rambla – This famous street in Barcelona where all the tourists go. You’ll find overpriced 
shops, restaurants, and camera-toting tourists all over this long street. However, despite that, 
there is a great energy throughout the street. It’s a great place to people watch; it’s central, and 
it is filled with the best street performers in Europe. 

Get lost in the Barri Gotic – This is the name given to the old area of Barcelona, which is filled 
with windy streets and historic buildings. Spend a few hours getting lost through this area, 
stumbling upon old buildings, churches, and plazas. The deeper you go into this area, the more 
local and interesting it becomes. 

Visit the Gothic Cathedral – Located in the heart of the Bari Gotic, this Gothic cathedral was 
built on the top of an 11th-century church. There is a cool cloister in which to walk around. The 
real highlight of this church is the roof. You can take an elevator up to the top where you can get 
stunning views of the surrounding area. 

See the Gaudi Fountain – Gaudi out did himself with this huge fountain located in the Parc de 
la Ciutadella. It’s a huge tribute to the god Neptune. There are huge griffins spouting water, 
Neptune on his chariot, and a gold statue on top. With benches and an ice cream place nearby, 
it’s a good place to relax. 

Enjoy the beach – Barcelona has a wide and long beach that is incredibly popular year round. 
The water is good to swim in and there are a lot of good restaurants on the boardwalk. 
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Ride the harbor cable car – The 1450-meter long harbor aerial tramway with red cars connects 
Montjuic and Barceloneta. It starts in Barceloneta on the top of 78-meter Torre San Sebastian 
tower, which has also a restaurant on its top that’s accessible by an elevator. It has an 
intermediate stop at Torre Jaume I tower (close Columbus monument), which can be reached by 
elevator from ground–107-meter tower, the second-tallest aerial tramway support tower in the 
world. 

Visit the aquarium – Perfect for a rainy day, the Barcelona Aquarium consists of 35 different 
tanks, showcasing species from a variety of underwater ecosystems. The walk-through tunnel is 
the best part. Entrance costs 20 EUR, or 18 EUR if you book online. 

Walk through the Raval – Barcelona’s old literary district is known as the Raval. It used to have 
a bit of a dark, edgy feel in the ’20s, but is now filled with businesses and some trendy shops. It’s 
worth taking a stroll around the area. 

Catch an outdoor film – If you’re in Barcelona in July or August, consider going up to Montjuïc 
castle to catch an outdoor film around the moat. Screenings take place on Mondays, 
Wednesdays, and Fridays, and are preceded by some cool live music. 

Head out to Montserrat – The Montserrat mountain range is just outside of the city, and makes 
for a great day-trip. You can reach the area by taking a one-hour train ride. Once there, walk 
around the natural park area, and pay a visit to the famous shrine of the Black Madonna. It’s a 
beautiful area, and is a nice getaway from the urban atmosphere. 
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Barcelona Itineraries #5 

1) Las Ramblas 

This tree lined street is one of the busiest places in the whole city and is a must visit. 

2) Temple de la Sagrada Familia 

This is another stop in Barcelona if you are fascinated by the early 20th century work of Antoni 
Gaudi – you’ll find that he pops up quite a lot all over the city! What is really special about this 
structure though is that Gaudi considered it to be his calling and treated it like a passion, so it 
really has a very personal touch to it. 

3) Casa Mila (better known as La Pedrera) 

Another building built by Gaudi, this time between 1906 and 1910 and is a really bold design that 
shows how Gaudi liked to push the boundaries and challenge peoples’ conceptions. For those of 
you less into art though, it’s just a really cool looking building! It is also part of the “Works of Antoni 
Gaudi” UNESCO World Heritage Site, so it is an extremely important landmark in the city. 

4) Museo Nacional d’Art de Catalunya 

One of the most important museums in the whole of the city and, for art lovers, it should be the 
first place to head to when on a Barcelona Tour. Even the actual building is beautiful, having been 
built specially for the 1929 International Exhibition. Inside you will find examples of art from many 
different movements, such as Renaissance, Gothic, Baroque and Modernism. Whatever art you 
happen to have an interest in, this place will have something for you! 

5) Port Vell 

the place to go if you really don’t know what to do, as it is a lively hub of entertainment and 
attractions. It’s also where you’ll find all of the most elaborate and expensive yachts moored up, 
which is always a sight to make you jealous! Just find a seat outside one of the cafes or 
restaurants, order a coffee and a bite to eat, and watch the people pass by as they go about their 
daily business. The view over the Mediterranean is also absolutely stunning and something that 
everyone should get a few pictures of when on a layover in Barcelona. It really is the perfect place 
to chill! 
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Barcelona Itineraries #6 

Here is a three-day itinerary which I just put together for a friend who is visiting Barcelona for the 
first time and likes walking: 

To start with, the more important tip: when you arrive in Barcelona, buy a T-10 card from any 
metro station in Barcelona: this is by far the cheapest way to travel around Barcelona. Another 
tip: you'll be very safe visiting Barcelona on your own, but just watch your purse and other 
belongings because of pickpockets in the most touristy areas. 

1) Get off at Fontana metro and explore the wonderful (but not very touristy) area of Gracià. Try 
to locate all the squares (plaça) on the map and visit them. Exit the area through the Passeig de 
Gracià (or the Rambla de Catalunya, which is another beautiful avenue). This will lead you past 
the most famous two of Antoni Gaudí's houses: La Pedrera and Casa Batlló. Visit one of the two 
(expensive but I would say worth it). Eventually you'll reach Plaça de Catalunya, the big hub of 
Barcelona life. Barcelona's biggest department store, El Corte Inglés, is located there. From there 
on walk down the famous Rambla. It remains a great experience, although you will notice that 
nowadays there are only tourists - thousands of them - walking down that celebrated avenue and 
almost no locals. And don't under any circumstance use any of the restaurants on the avenue 
itself ;-) You can also exit Plaça de Catalunya through Avinguda Portal de l'Àngel instead and 
rejoin the Rambla later - especially if you want to do some shopping, but I find that area very nice. 
There are of course many interesting things to see in the old town on both sides of the Rambla, 
but if you want to make only on very short detour, go and have a look at Plaça Reial on the way 
(check where it is on your map). You will eventually reach Christopher Columbus's imposing 
statue, which marks the arrival on Barcelona's lovely tourist harbour, around which I recommend 
having a leisurely walk: you can walk accross the new pedestrian bridge called Rambla de Mar, 
which will take you to the pleasant Maremagnum shopping centre and the Barcelona Aquarium. 
There is also an Imax cinema a bit further. 

2) Reach the Diagonal Mar area from metro El Maresme-Forum or (for perhaps a more interesting 
journey) on the tram which you can take anywhere between Ciutadella and Glories. From there 
walk down to the sea front past the pleasant Diagonal Mar shopping centre (which may be of 
interest or not...). There is also a park you can walk through instead. Once on the sea front, walk 
along the beach promenade all the way back the centre of Barcelona (i.e. going south-west), i.e. 
Barceloneta Beach. This is up to 5km or one hour walking. The first half is not touristy at all, and 
yet to me this is one of the most amazing sides of Barcelona. As you get closer to Port Olimpic 
and then Barceloneta, you will see more and more restaurants, bars and animation, so when you 
get to the end there are many ways to end your day: the back streets of La Barceloneta are 
fascinating, with lots of little cafés and restaurants, and it is also next to the Old Town. 

3) (another version of 2) Get off instead at Poble Nou or Llacuna metro (or Pere IV tram), locate 
the Rambla de Poblenou on your map and follow it down to the seafront. If you haven't yet had 
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breakfast, you can do so in style at any of the cafés on the Rambla de Poblenou (or later at a 
beach café...). Some streets in the area away from the Rambla de Poblenou can look at bit 
deserted, but, not to worry, the area is very safe like the rest of Barcelona. This is not at all touristy 
and is my favourite part of Barcelona, where I would like to live. 

4) If you want to do an easy walk in Collserola, the huge green hill above the city, you could take 
the metro to Peu del Funicular (it's actually a train but it's part of the metro network) and from 
there take the funicular but get off at the middle stop called Passeig de les Aigües (this is the 
name of the walk you're going to do). From there follow the large track/lane to the right (as you 
are facing the sea) and very soon you'll get amazing views of the whole city and the sea. You'll 
see a lot of smart-looking joggers on this walk. You can do a two-hour loop finishing at Vallvidrera 
(the upper station of the funicular), but if you get lost just walk down towards the city and you'll 
eventually get to a metro station or a bus stop. 

5) If you want to, go and have a look at the outside of the Sagrada Familia. There is usually 
several hours' of queue to visit the inside (which is actually amazing and not what you expect), 
so perhaps do it only if it's bad weather and there is less queuing than usual. 

6) Visit the areas of El Born and La Ribera in the Old Town. It is a bit less touristy and nicer (more 
upmarket) than the Barrio Gothico (which you should really visit as well as it's incredibly full of 
interest but it is not always a pleasant experience as it's quite overrun with tourists and tacky in 
parts). El Born is the area around the Picasso Museum and La Ribera the area immediately north: 
it is quite unspoilt, authentic and pretty. You can start your visit of La Ribera from Santa Caterina 
market. Nearby you also have the Palau de la Musica Catalana which is quite a big attraction, 
but you have to book a time slot in advance to visit it or, better, buy a ticket for a concert there! 

7) I hesitate a bit to recommend a visit Gaudi's celebrated creation, Park Güell (from metro 
Lesseps), as it's become a victim of its popularity and is quite badly overrun with tourists now. 
This is why they started to charge for entry a few years ago although it used to be all free, and I 
think there is quite a queue for tickets, and also quotas for visitors at peak times. The park is 
actually much bigger than the fee-paying area, and the free part is lovely too (just with no Gaudi 
buildings in it), quiet, with great views, and you also get views of the fee-paying area and the 
Gaudi buildings from above. From park Güell you can easily walk down to the Gracià area (see 
1 above). 

8) If you have time, you can make a day-trip to the picture-postcard beach resort of Sitges. You 
have to take a train from the underground train station of Passeig de Gracià. 
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Barcelona Itineraries #7 

Gaudí Free Walking Tour in Barcelona 

Take a free walking tour around Gaudí's eccentric architecture and discover his most magical 
buildings in Barcelona. Marvel at masterpieces such as Casa Batlló and Casa Milà. End at his 
unfinished masterpiece, the Sagrada Familia. 

Barcelona Free Walking Tour: Gothic Quarter 

Enjoy a wonderful free walking tour of the Gothic Quarter and see Barcelona's ancient streets. 
Discover one of the most charming medieval districts in Europe, learn the secrets behind the city 
stones and explore hidden alleys in the Gothic Quarter. 

Barcelona: Free 2.5-Hour Walking Tour 

See Barcelona's sights and hidden gems on a free 2.5-hour walking tour. Let your guide bring 
the Gothic Quarter's Roman ruins and medieval squares to life, and learn about avant-garde 
Picasso, Dali, and Gaudi for free in Catalonia's hedonistic capital. 

• Rent a bike and go north along the coast. Go all the way to the river Beso and 
'underneath' the pipes of the big Badalona factory.  

• Go to parc guell while you can. Rumors say the parc will not be open without reservation 
soon. Enter the parc from the 'back' - ie from baixada Gloria.  

• Visit the fin de siècle cake and sweets shop close to metro jaume 1. Ask for carbon.  

• Walk by the mint green modernist house casa comalat on Carrer de Còrsega 316. The 
architect is a gaudi student. It's really overlooked, but beautiful. 

• Late evening walks in the ciutadella is great.  

• If museums? The Barcelona historical close to plaza del rei has excavations with 
incredible insights in the past.  

• Santa Maria del mar is a beautiful church.  

• Look for the green parrots. They escaped the zoo more than 20years ago. And they 
reproduced and are now all over town.  


